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AVDIÂ .Once in a while, when we think of Eugene Sledge, we

picture him wearing a pair of beat-up shoes, sitting on a porch —
hopefully with a cup of coffee. He’s talking about the time he was
in Germany in World War II when he was only 17 years old. He’s

talking about the time he was a young soldier in the Army and the
time he was walking down a German road when he was shot in the

chest. He’s talking about how it took him more than 25 years to
get over the physical and mental scars of that near-death

experience. And there was one other thing he was talking about.
After talking a little about his scars, Sledge said, “All I know is,

even though I didn’t win the war, I didn’t lose the war.” On
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Saturday, another Eugene Sledge will speak at Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles, and the round-faced man with the

“Stand and Be Counted” tattoo on his forearm and the Afro he
insisted on when he was young will talk about his life. “This is a big

day in my life,” Sledge told the Loyola Marymount community
during a morning rally of the school’s African American Alumni

Association. “I’m talking to you in five years, 10 years, 20 years. I’ll
tell you the truth.” It was the moment of his life, he said, that led
him to politics. He got a text message Saturday from President

Barack Obama congratulating him for being elected at age 70 to
his seventh term in Congress. “He texted me,” Sledge said. “I

thanked him.” Asked if he has a message for young people, Sledge
said, “Yes 6d1f23a050
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